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Interview Summary 

1 . On September 13, 2006 Examiner Jeffery A. Brier telephoned applicants 
representative Mark Williamson concerning amending claims 1 , 8, and 9 to overcome a 
possible 35 USC 101 issue by adding "displaying an image on a display unit based on 
the converted data" to claims 1 and 9 and by adding "a display unit for displaying an 
image based on the converted image data" to claim 8. The examiner also suggested 
changing "data" to "image data" in the preamble of claims 1 , 8, and 9; in the converting 
step of claims 1 and 9; in the converting unit of claim 8; and in the proposed displaying 
an image of claims 1, 8, and 9. On September 15, 2006 applicant's representative Mark 
Williamson approved adding the display unit limitations to claims 1 , 8, and 9 but did not 
approve changing "data" to "image data". Examiner Brier initially accepted this offer, 
however, after further review of the specification Examiner Brier telephoned Mark 
Williamson later the same day to request changing "data" to "image data" in the 
preamble of claims 1 , 8, and 9; in the converting step of claims 1 and 9; in the 
converting unit of claim 8; in the displaying step of claims 1 and 9, in the display unit of 
claim 8 and in claim 19 to overcome possible 35 USC 112 issues. On September 19, 
2006 applicant's representative Mark Williamson approved changing "data" to "image 
data" at the discussed locations. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mark Williamson on 9/19/2006. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend the specification as follows. 

Page 42, line 23, has been amended by changing "1 106." to -1 105.--. 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image processing method for 
converting image data dependent on a first illuminating light into image data 
dependent on a second illuminating light, comprising the steps of: 

storing a conversion condition for a light source having a high color 
rendering property and a conversion condition for a light source having a low color 
rendering property; 
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generating data indicating a proportion of synthesis of the stored 
conversion condition for the light source having the high color rendering property 
and the light source having the low color rendering property, corresponding to the 
second illuminating light; 

generating a first conversion condition from the stored conversion 
condition for the light source having the high color rendering property and from the 
stored conversion condition for the light source having the low color rendering 
property, according to the data indicating the proportion of synthesis; 

generating a second conversion condition for color temperature 
conversion, based on color temperature information of the second illuminating 
light; bp^ 

converting image data dependent on the first illuminating light into 
image data dependent on the second illuminating light using the first conversion 
condition and the second conversion conditionFf J] ; and 

displaving an image on a display unit based on the converted image 

data, 

wherein the conversion condition for the light source having the high 
color rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches 
under the light source having the high color rendering property and measurement 
data of the plural patches under a standard light source, and 

the conversion condition for the light source having the low color 
rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches under the 
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light source having the low color rendering property and measurement data of the 
plural patches under the standard light source. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus for 
converting image data dependent on a first illuminating light into image data 
dependent on a second illuminating light, comprising: 

a data storing unit for storing a conversion condition for a light source 
having a high color rendering property and a conversion condition for a light 
source having a low color rendering property; 

a generating unit for generating data indicating a proportion of 
synthesis of the stored conversion conditions for the light source having the high 
color rendering property and the light source having the low color rendering 
property, corresponding to the second illuminating light; 

a first calculating unit for generating a first conversion condition from 
the stored conversion condition for the light source having the high color rendering 
property and from the stored conversion condition for the light source having the 
low color rendering property, according to the data indicating the proportion of 
synthesis; 

a second calculating unit for generating a second conversion 
condition based on color temperature information of the second illuminating light; 

■ nnr\ 
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a converting unit for converting image data dependent on the first 
illuminating light into image data dependent on the second illuminating light using 
the first conversion condition and the second conversion conditionO : and 

a display unit for displaying an image based on the converted image 

data, 

wherein the conversion condition for the light source having the high 
color rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches 
under the light source having the high color rendering property and measurement 
data of the plural patches under a standard light source, and 

the conversion condition for the light source having the low color 
rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches under the 
light source having the low color rendering property and measurement data of the 
plural patches under the standard light source. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer control program embodied 
in a computer-readable medium, for converting image data dependent on a first 
illuminating light into image data dependent on a second illuminating light, said 
program causing a computer to perform the steps of: 

storing a conversion condition for a light source having a high color 
rendering property and a conversion condition for a light source having a low color 
rendering property; 
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generating data indicating a proportion of synthesis of the stored 
conversion conditions for the light source having the high color rendering property 
and the light source having the low color rendering property, corresponding to the 
second illuminating light; 

generating a first conversion condition from the stored conversion 
condition for the light source having the high color rendering property and from the 
stored conversion condition for the light source having the low color rendering 
property, according to the data indicating the proportion of synthesis; 

generating a second conversion condition based on color 
temperature information of the second illuminating light; af^ 

converting image data dependent on the first illuminating light into 
image data dependent on the second illuminating light using the first conversion 
condition and the second conversion conditionrfJI ; and 

displaying an image on a display unit based on the converted image 

data, 

wherein the conversion condition for the light source having the high 
color rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches 
under the light source having the high color rendering property and measurement 
data of the plural patches under a standard light source, and 

the conversion condition for the light source having the low color rendering 
property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches under the light source 
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having the low color rendering property and measurement data of the plural patches 
under the standard light source. 

19. (Currently Amended) An image processing method according to 
Claim 1 , further comprising a step of providing a preview image based on the 
converted image data. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The arguments presented by applicant regarding the 35 USC 112 first paragraph 
rejection at page 1 1 of the 6/6/2006 response overcome the rejection 35 USC 112 first 
paragraph set forth in the office action mailed on 2/6/2006. 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest An image processing method (or 
apparatus) for converting image data dependent on a first illuminating light into image 
data dependent on a second illuminating light, converting image data dependent on the 
first illuminating light into image data dependent on the second illuminating light using 
the first conversion condition and the second conversion condition, wherein the 
conversion condition for the light source having the high color rendering property is 
obtained from measurement data of plural patches under the light source having the 
high color rendering property and measurement data of the plural patches under a 
standard light source, and the conversion condition for the light source having the low 
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color rendering property is obtained from measurement data of plural patches under the 
light source having the low color rendering property and measurement data of the plural 
patches under the standard light source. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffery A Brier whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7656. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 7:00 to 3:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Michael 
Razavi, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7664. The fax phone Number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jeffery A Brier 
Primary Examiner 
Division 2628 



